Identification of basement membrane components in eosinophilic globules in a case of Spitz's nevus.
A case of Spitz's nevus with eosinophilic globules was examined using antibodies for several components of the basement membrane. Aggregated tumor cells revealed the same characteristics as normal nevocytic nevi, that is, they were surrounded by laminin and type-IV collagen, whereas type-VII collagen was absent. All of these components of basement membranes, including type-VII collagen, were also found in eosinophilic globules, which were densely stained by these antibodies. It is assumed that these eosinophilic globules are essentially composed of basement membrane components, which are probably synthesized by epidermal and possibly also by melanocytic tumor cells.